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WALL TOWNSHIP REJECTS EFFORTS TO BRING BACK 11YEAR CHRISTMAS LIGHT SHOW TRADITION
Wall Township, New Jersey – An 11-year local Christmas tradition and longstanding successful
fundraising effort will not be allowed to return to Wall Township this Christmas Season,
according to an open letter to the community by the show's producers.
Unfortunately, organizers of The Christmas Light Show™ were unable to reach a workable
compromise with Township officials for a return of the show, as the Township Administrator
and Police Department could not be persuaded that major logistical changes to the time-honored
light show on Woolley Road, offered in good faith by the show's producers, would satisfactorily
address Township concerns over public inconvenience and safety.
"It is with profound disappointment and heartfelt regret that we will not be permitted to produce
The Christmas Light Show, in Wall Township for the 2018 Christmas Season," wrote Dan
Brateris, President of RAISING4, INC., the Nonprofit Corporation which has been working
since early April on plans to bring back the 11-year show to Wall Township.
"We are particularly saddened for the charitable organization, RallyCap Sports Inc.
(www.rallycapsports.org), formally Challenged Youth Sports, who is our fund-raising
beneficiary for this long-time event, and for the families in the community who have made this
local (and free) celebration of Christmas a part of their yearly tradition," he continued.
According to Brateris, working with show's other producers, they believed they had, in good
faith, developed several feasible parking and traffic alternatives that would have minimized, if
not, eliminated the Township's concerns over public inconvenience and safety.
"We presented to the Township three (3) separate parking location options, together with
reasonable and appropriate shuttle-bus service to the show's historic location, that would have
alleviated the need to close Woolley Road, as the Township had done in the past, and would
have, with ample publicity, eliminated the need for our visitors to have to walk from the assigned
parking area to the show," said Brateris.

"In essence, all three options were designed to eliminate all pedestrian traffic to the event, as
visitors would have only been granted access to the show by boarding a shuttle-bus at the
designated parking area, where everyone would then be returned to after seeing the show," he
continued.
In closing, Brateris assured all of the show's long-time friends, supporters, and sponsors, that his
organization would "continue to work tirelessly to return this local Christmas tradition to the
community, in which this long-standing event has brought joy to thousands of families and has
financially supported a worthy local charity."
"With your continued support, we hope to have the opportunity to bring back The Christmas
Light Show™for the 2019 Christmas Season," he concluded.
###
An Open Letter from Raising4 Inc. to supporters of
The Christmas Light Show and the Public
Wall Township, New Jersey –
To All of Our Long-time Friends, Supporters, and Sponsors:
It is with profound disappointment and heartfelt regret to announce that we will not be permitted
to produce The Christmas Light Show™, in Wall Township for the 2018 Christmas season.
We are particularly saddened for the charitable organization, RallyCap Sports Inc.
(www.rallycapsports.org), formally Challenged Youth Sports, our fund-raising beneficiary for
this long-time event, and for the families in the community who have made this local (and free)
celebration of Christmas a part of their yearly tradition.
Despite these unfortunate circumstances, we will nevertheless continue to request that the
community be generous and consider a charitable contribution to RallyCap Sports Inc.
(www.rallycapsports.org), who has been the recipient of tens of thousands of dollars in donations
made by locals attending the show over the years. RallyCap Sports is a local charity that
organizes and runs free, or low-cost, sporting leagues for children with special needs.
To be sure, we have been pleased and humbled to have supported this worthwhile organization
for 11 years, and as a result, RallyCap Sports had come to rely on our consistent and timehonored financial assistance. Accordingly, your ongoing generosity and support will be most
truly appreciated.
In closing, please be assured that RAISING4 INC. has, and will continue to, work tirelessly to
return this local Christmas tradition to the community, in which this long-standing event has
brought joy to thousands of families and has financially supported a worthy local charity. With

your continued support, we hope to have the opportunity to bring back The Christmas Light
Show™for the 2019 Christmas Season.
Warmest wishes to you and your families for a joyous and spirit-filled Christmas Season.
With Our Sincere Gratitude,

Dan Brateris, President
RAISING4, INC.
###
For more information
FACTUAL HISTORY AND ONGOING CONCERNS
The Christmas Light Show is a local tradition which has been produced at a private property off
of Woolley Road without incident for 11 years. Producers took the 2017 season off to develop a
plan for addressing concerns expressed by Wall Township. The townships concerns were:
• Closure of roads requiring block party permits, resolutions, and paid police presence.
• Attendees parking in a field and walking to the show. The township required temporary
lighting, professional parking lot management, and paid police to direct and protect
attendees walking to the show.
• Statement that the location was not designed for such an event.
• Statements that the neighbors did not want the show and that it was a nuisance
It was clear that the above logistical setup was cost prohibitive for the producers and the charity.
On April 2nd 2018, RAISING4 INC. sent a letter to Wall Township detailing a plan to change
the format of the show and alleviate their concerns. The key elements of the plan were:
• The Christmas Light Show would not be visible from the street, visual barriers would be
put in place. The property would be secured and have only 1 entrance and 1 exit.
• Instead of two showtimes each night, the show would loop every 30 minutes allowing
guests to come and go at various times within a 5:00 PM – 9:00 PM window. This
distributes the attendance over a longer period of time, reducing the instantons traffic and
instantaneous attendance which will allow the volume of the sound system to be lowered.
• Attendees would park in a local parking lot and board shuttle busses. Busses would run a
continuous loop to and from the show within a 4:30 PM – 9:30 PM window.
• Woolley Road would be made no street parking and attendees would only be allowed into
the show if they arrived on a shuttle bus and required to leave on a shuttle bus.
On June 12th 2018, RAISING4 INC. received an email reply from the Wall Township Police
Department stating that the show would not be permitted on Woolley Road, "due to public safety
concerns and public inconvenience." Producers of the show consulted with an attorney and a

municipal professional engineer to examine the plan to determine that any public safety concerns
were adequately addressed. Furthermore, for the 2016 season, the producers received unanimous
written consent from all neighbors on the adjacent streets.
RAISING4 INC. secured a meeting on August 28th 2018 with township officials to discuss the
June 12th email with the assistance of our attorney. The two-and-a-half-hour meeting concluded
after a good-faith exchange of ideas, and accordingly, the Township agreed to review the
proposed plan again. Shortly after the meeting our attorney received an email from the police
department asking us to provide potential bus routes and parking locations. Within three days, on
August 31st, 2018, we provided the following options and information to the township
immediately:
• Options for the parking lot:
• Wall Township High School Parking Lot (We had approval to use this lot)
• Camp Evans Monmouth Rd. Lot (Needed approval from township)
• Brookdale Community College Lot (Needed approval from Brookdale CC)
• Detailed bus routes were provided
• We detailed that we had secured parking, bussing, and private insurance for the event
Two weeks later, on September 14th, the police department responded to our latest parking and
shuttle bus options with a short email from the Wall Township Police Department concluding,
without specific reasons or supporting evidence, that Police Department "will not recommend
having this event on Woolley Road due to public safety concerns, public inconvenience, a
burden on public resources, and because this residential area is not designed to accommodate this
type of event”. Follow up verbal and written inquiries by the RAISING4 INC. attorney, to
ascertain evidence for the police departments claims, received no substantive response.
Since this past April, RAISING4 INC. had been working with the community to secure low cost
or donated services for bussing, insurance, parking, visual barriers, and lighting. As a reference,
RAISING4 INC. was able to secure a detailed multimillion-dollar insurance policy for all aspects
of the event for $470. This supports our position that the event is low risk and involves minimal
safety concerns.
To be sure, RAISING4 INC. never received any specific reasons or evidence of any kind from
Township officials to support their unfounded claims that the show, in its new format, will be a
threat to public safety, a public inconvenience, a burden on public resources, and that the
location cannot support the event. The event was produced in the same neighborhood for 11
years without incident and the new plan is substantially more manageable. We have previously
secured unanimous written consent from the neighbors and there is no evidence that event needs
to be, or is, a burden on public resources. Furthermore, the township offered no option for us to
offset the stated burden on public resources (no ability to discuss volunteers, collaboration,
private security, etc…), additionally, in 2016 RallyCap Sports was billed $2,000 for policing
services at The Christmas Light Show by Wall Township. The prohibition of the 2018 show has
come without supporting evidence, we feel the claims are purely subjective and influenced
substantially by a desire to move the show to Wall Township property and rename the show to
The Holiday Light Show. Our discussions in 2018 have not been representative of a
collaborative effort to find the most feasible solution for both parties.

In conclusion, RAISING INC. has worked tirelessly to relaunch a local and free Christmas
tradition that has brought joy to thousands of families and financially supported a worthy local
charity. We are deeply saddened that the Township’s desire to rename the show and move it to
township property outweighs their desire to work on solutions to allow our celebration of
Christmas to continue at its historic location of 11 years.
###
RALLYCAP SPORTS / CHALLENGED YOUTH SPORTS
Challenged Youth Sports, which began in 1990 in Lincroft, New Jersey, is a recreational sports
program for children with disabilities. The program is totally volunteer-based, utilizing caring
adults and wonderful teenagers from the surrounding community. Our objective is to provide
recreation for the children within this population while fostering an environment for positive
reinforcement through recreational sports. We also strive to show the teen volunteers that it
should be THEIR business to become solid citizens in sharing their God given gifts with others.
We are a federally recognized 501-C-3 non-for-profit organization.
For more information on Challenged Youth Sports visit:
http://www.ChallengedYouthSports.org
After serving the Greater Central New Jersey area for over 25 years, Challenged Youth Sports is
expanding to serve the special needs community on a national scale! With a new vision, we have
reinvented Challenged Youth Sports as "RallyCap Sports" and set out to start chapters across
the country. Visit the new national RallyCap Sports website at http://www.rallycapsports.org
###
RAISING4 INC.
Raising4 Inc. is a New Jersey not-for-profit corporation (501-c-3 pending) formed specifically
for the purpose of raising funds for other charities who may not have the capacity raise funds on
their own. Raising4 specializes in the production of low-cost or free events which are of high
quality and encourage donations to support their charitable causes.

